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Reporting Challenges

� Emailing latest versions of reports to end 

users
� Which is the latest version?

� Users manually running weekly/ monthly 

reportsreports
� Everyone hitting the system at once

� They only want to see relevant information

� Sets of reports that need to be run after 

data warehouse updated
� How do you know when the warehouse is 

updated?



ShowCase Suite with
PASW Collaboration and Deployment Services 

A flexible, enterprise level foundation for managing 

and delivering reports

� Enables collaboration to deliver more effective 

results
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� Provides reliable automation of 

reporting processes for hands off 

operations

� Makes it easy to deliver reports 

throughout the enterprise



Centralized Repository for Report 
Definitions – Run from Web Browser



Centralized Repository for Output
Automate to Run Off-hours



Content Management

Access to multiple 

versions of reports 

and output

Controlled access 

to content

Metadata for easy 

searching



Content Subscriptions

Users can 

subscribe to subscribe to 

important content



Content Notifications

Administrators 

can set content 

notifications

Customize email 

notifications



PASW Collaboration and Deployment Services 

A flexible, enterprise level foundation for managing and 
delivering reports

� Enables collaboration to deliver more effective 

results
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� Provides reliable automation of 

reporting processes for hands off 

operations

� Makes it easy to deliver reports 

throughout the enterprise



Automating Reporting Tasks:  Jobs

Deployment 

Manager:
Your basic tool for 

automating work

(among other things)

Job “palette”

with pre-defined 

relationships and 

steps

The job “canvas” 

provides a

visual representation of 

your job

Job 

“Properties”



Job Steps

Job Step

.rpt

Job Step 

Name 

(Default is 

.rpt name)

Tabs to set various 

Job Step Properties

Version Label 

of the .rpt

Select Internal 

Report Services 

or an External 

Enterprise Server



Connecting to the Data

Use Datasource Tab 

to select credentials



Types of Report Automation

Use Type Tab 

to select :

Single

Iterative

Burst



Iterative Reports
Prompt = 

Name



Burst Reports

Breakgroup = 

Name



Using Report Parameters

Use 

Parameters 

Tab to set any 

parameters

Select a value or 

map to a job 

variable and click 

OK

This report uses a 

parameter called State:

Click the ellipses to set



Passing Parameters to Jobs

Job Variables

Job Step 

Parameter

Initiate via Deployment 

Manager or  Browser, 

enter prompts



What to do with Results

Use Results Tab to 

set properties for 

the report output

File Name – note the 

light bulb at right side 

– indicates variables 

like date/time can be 

used

Set output 

type (HTML, 
Output file 

location: can 

be a folder in 

the Repository 

or in the IFS

Set Permissions 

– ie which 

user(s) can 

access this 

output file

type (HTML, 

PDF, etc)



Setting Metadata

Set metadata like:

description

keywords

expiration date

version labels

Topics…..



Cleaning up Previous Versions

Use Clean-Up Tab to 

specify what sort of 

clean-up should be 

performed

Deafult is No clean-up Note: Cleanup is 

performed before 

job execution



Cleaning up Previous Versions

Select “Delete” to 

delete the output file 

from the prior job step 

execution

Select “Expire” to 

mark the output 

file from the prior 

job step execution  

as expired

Select “Move to;”

To move the output file

from the prior job 

execution to a different 

folder location in the 

repository

Specify or select a 

label to apply to the 

previous version that 

you are “cleaning-up”

Options if an 

error occurs on 

clean-up



Job Step Notifications - Email

Use the “Notifications” 

tab to set 

success/failure  

notifications

Send link to the 

output file or send 

as an attachment

Customize 

e-mail text

(Velocity script)

E-mail list for job 

step success

E-mail list for job 

step failure



Job Step Notifications - Others

Query to build 

dynamic 

distribution list

Send a message to 

Java Messaging 

Service (JMS) queue



Event Based Notification –
Receive and Send Messages

Wait for incoming 

message
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Send messages 

to external 

processes



More Complex Example

If Failure

Automate refresh of 

Excel spreadsheets

Schedule 

Warehouse 

Builder Set
If Successful

General Work Job 

Step for customized 

processing



General Work Steps

� Call Python Scripts
� Open Source Scripting Language (Unix & Windows)

� Runs in PASE on iSeries

� Use for Bulk scripting repository actions
� Import/export

� Delete “Expired “ content, Job Histories

Change/Add/Remove permissions� Change/Add/Remove permissions

� Call from CL Programs

� Call CL Programs

� Call any other executable 



Script to Delete Expired Content



Run 

Python

Job

Invoking Python Scripts

Python

Script



Invoking Python Scripts

Point to 

script file 



Executing CL

SYSTEM tells 

PASE to pass this 

off to i5/OS



Additional Process Controls

Conditional execution

Always 

execute



Parallel Processing

Then run these 5 

reports all run in 

parallel

First the data 

mart is created



One More Example

All 3 DataMart steps must 

complete successfully 

before the Report is run



Job Schedules - Initiating Jobs

Time based and 

message based 

scheduling

Note: can 

set last date 

to execute

Recurrence 

patterns 

available

Job starts when 
to execute

Multiple schedules 

per job for non-

regular, more-

complex schedules

Job starts when 

message 

received



Reporting Challenges

� Emailing latest versions of reports to end users
� Which is the latest version?

� Solution: Central repository, run from browser

� Users manually running weekly/ monthly reports
� Everyone hitting the system at once

� They only want to see relevant information� They only want to see relevant information

� Solution: Automated jobs run off hours, bursted 

output

� Sets of reports that need to be run after data 

warehouse updated
� How do you know when the warehouse is 

updated?

� Solution: Multi-step jobs with event based 

notifications



Summary:  
ShowCase Suite with PASW Collaboration and 
Deployment Services 

A flexible, enterprise level foundation for managing 

and delivering reports

� Enables collaboration to deliver more effective 

results
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� Provides reliable automation of 

reporting processes for hands off 

operations

� Makes it easy to deliver reports 

throughout the enterprise so they can 

make better decisions



Questions
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